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Gary Moad, et al. v. Atlas Van Lines, Inc., et al., N.D. Illinois, C.A. No. 1:07-2506

Donald J. Beach, et al. v. Atlas Van Lines, Inc., et al., D. South Carolina, C.A. No. 2:07-764
Dear Counsel:
I am enclosing a copy of a Panel transfer order filed today in the above-captioned matter.

The Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation, 199 F.R.D. 425 (2001), and
specifically, Rules 1.1, 7.4 and 7.5, refer to "tag-along" actions. Please familiarize yourself with these
Rules for your future reference. With regard to Rule 7.5, you need only provide this office with a copy of
the complaint which you feel qualifies as a "tag-along" action and informally request that our "tag-along"
procedures be utilized to transfer the action to the transferee district. If you have any questions regarding
procedures used by the Panel, please telephone this office.

Very truly,

Jeffery N. I??1
Clerk of thé/ anE%
,:ﬂ“ b m\;
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TRANSFER ORDER

Before the entire Panel”: Plaintiffs in the District of South Carolina action have moved,
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1407, for coordinated or consolidated pretrial proceedings of this litigation
in the District of South Carolina. This litigation currently consists of two actions, one action each
in the Northern District of Illinois and the District of South Carolina. Defendants' support this
motion, as do plaintiffs in the Northern District of Illinois action.

On the basis of the papers filed and hearing session held, we find that these actions involve
common questions of fact, and that centralization under Section 1407 in the District of South
Carolina will serve the convenience of the parties and witnesses and promote the just and efficient
conduct of this litigation. These actions share factual questions relating to allegations that
defendants entered into an agreement concerning the method for calculating fuel surcharges in
violation of the Sherman Antitrust Act. Centralization under Section 1407 will eliminate duplicative
discovery; prevent inconsistent pretrial rulings, especially with respect to class certification; and
conserve the resources of the parties, their counsel and the judiciary.

We are persuaded that the District of South Carolina is an appropriate transferee forum for
this litigation, because the first-filed and more advanced action is pending there, and all responding

parties favor centralization in the District of South Carolina.

. IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1407, the action pending in

" Judge Scirica did not participate in the decision of this matter.

' American Moving & Storage Association, Inc.; Allied Van Lines, Inc.; Atlas Van Lines,
Inc.; Atlas World Group, Inc.; Bekins Van Lines, LLC; Mayflower Transit, LLC; North American
Van Lines, Inc.; SIRVA Worldwide, Inc.; SIRVA, Inc.; UniGroup, Inc.; United Van Lines, LLC; and
Wheaton Van Lines, Inc.
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the Northern District of Illinois is transferred to the District of South Carolina and, with the consent
of that court, assigned to the Honorable C. Weston Houck for coordinated or consolidated pretrial
proceedings with the action pending there.
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